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by the Duke was infinitely friendly on his part,
though somewhat participating, as far as relates
to freedom of conversation, of my equivocal mode
of existence at Berlin. I believe I may without
presumption affirm I am not disagreeable to this
Prince, and that, were I accredited by any com-
mission whatever, I should be one of the most
proper persons to treat with him with efficacy.
This able man appears to me to have but one
weakness, which is the prodigious dread of having
his reputation injured, even by the most contemp-
tible Zoilus. Yet has he lately exposed himself to
vexatious blame in deference to his first minister,
M. von Feronce, which I cannot comprehend.
This M. von Feronce, and M. von Munchausen,
grand master of the Court, a man who is reported
to have little delicacy concerning money matters,
have farmed the lottery, an action shameful in
itself, and which I cannot reconcile to Feronce,
who is really a man of merit. Two merchants,
named Oeltz and Nothnagel, have gained a
quaterne, which is equivalent to the sum of
eighteen thousand crowns. The payment of this
has not only been refused, but as it was neces- her becausef
